The epizootiology of caprine herpesvirus (BHV-6) infections in goat populations in Greece.
Previous preliminary studies had shown that caprine herpesvirus (BHV-6) infections exist in many countries where goats play an economical role. The extensive serum survey made in Greece reveals that the virus must be widespread because more than 50% of the goats have antibodies. The bucks were found to have a higher evidence of infections than the female goats. The kids possessing maternal antibodies became seronegative at the age of 4 months and new antibodies appeared at the age of 7-8 months. Observations in 2 closed goat herds showed that the virus does not spread during the mating and lactating period. Neutralization titres increased or new infections in seronegative animals occurred after the summer when breeding took place. The virus is present in a latent state and recurrent infections are assumed to occur. In spite of that all our efforts to isolate the virus were unsuccessful, even after experimental immunosuppression.